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SHADOXHURST,  KENT,  ENGLAND 
EARLIER  CALLED  SHADOCHURST  OR  SHADOKURST 
THE  TAYLOR  MANOR  HOUSES 


In  the  summer  of  1935  the  Taylor-Snow  Genealogy  was 
.finished.  -The  Taylor  Genealogy  being  the  line  of  Edward 
Taylor  1st  of  Monmouth  Co.,  New  Jersey,  The  English  An¬ 
cestry  included,  was  obtained  some  70  years  ago  by  Asher 
Taylor,  from  Burke's  Landed  Gentry,  England.  In  it  were 
many  references  to  Shadochurst  and  Shadokurst  manor.  When 
the  Genealogy  had  come  from  the  Bindery  an  English  friend 
born  and  brought  up  in  London,  was  visiting  me,  we  were 
going  over  some  of  the  work  when  she  exclaimed,  “Do  you' 
know  I  believe,  that  Shadochurst  was  a  Town!” 

Being  an  adventurous  spirit  I  wrote  a  letter  oh  chance 
addressing  it  to  the  “Postmaster,  Shadochurst,  Kent,  England, 
saying  that  my  father’s  Taylor  Family,  were  supposed  to  have 
come  from  Shadochurst  and  to  have  owned  a  Manor  House 
there,  and  could  he  tell  me  if  any  Taylors  were  there  now,  or 
any  remains  of  the  manor?  I  received  a  reply  from  Miss 
Dorothy  Bailey  the  Postmaster’s  daughter,  who  proved  to  be 
a  bright  and  exceptionally  well  informed  English  girl.  She 
replied,  “none  of  the  oldest  residents  in  the  town  ever  knew 
of  any  one  named  Taylor  living  here.  The  old  Manor  House 
is  gone  and  a  new  one  in  its  place.  I  am  enclosing  a  few  post 
cards  of  the  Town,  as  your  family  once  lived  here,  and  I  am 
so  sorry  not  to  have  been  able  to  help  you.”  There  were 
several  pictures  of  the  village,  some  quaint  old  buildings  and 
a  charming  Little  Church,  with  its  churchyard. 

I  then  wrote  her,  “you  English  have  a  fine  way  of  keeping 
Records.'  The  church  looks  to  me  old,  could  you  learn  anything 
when  it  was  built,  and  would  you  be  good  enough  to  inquire, 
and  see  if  there  isn’t  an  old  Church  Book?" 

Miss  Dorothy’s  second  letter  arrived — “I  think  I  have 
quite  a  lot  of  information  for  you  this  time,  I  managed  to  get 
hold  of  a  very  old  church  book.  The  church  was  built  in 
1340,  and  your  whole  Taylor  Pedigree  is  there,  beginning  with 
‘John  of  the  Homesteir  1350  to  the  time  of  the  Emigrant  to 
the  United  States,  and  there  are  two  Manor  Houses  belonging 
to  your  family.’’. 

Veritably  that  old  Church  Book  was  a  “Book  of  Revela¬ 
tions,”  not  the  original  church  book,  but  a  manuscript  that 
has  been  handed  down  from  one  Vicar  to  another,  and  is  of 
sufficient  age  So  that  most  of  it  is  in  Old  English  Script.  Ihen 
Miss  Dorothy  proceeds  to  give  me  from  the  Old  Church  Book, 
a  sketch  of  the  church  itself,  and  the  owners  of  the  two  manors, 
and  Sir  Charles  Molloy  a  most  romantic  and  picturesque 
character  and  the  last  owner  of  one  manor.  Needless  to  sav, 
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I  wrote  immediately  and  had  her  copy  the  Taylor  Pedigree,  so 
now  I  have  in  my  possession,  taken  from  the  old  church  book, 
a  sketch  of  the  Old  Church,  the  two  Manor  Houses,  the  Taylor 
Pedigree,  and  all  supplemented  by  Dorothy  Bailey’s  letters. 

The  Pedigree,  I  thank  my  lucky  stars,  is  as  I  have  it  printed 
in  the  Genealogy,  only  her  charts  are  fuller  and  more  complete, 
as  to  dates  and  lines  of  children.  My  great  regret  is  that  all 
this  came  from  England  too  late  to  be  included  in  the  Genea- 

logy- 

Since  I  received  this  information,  my  English  friend 
Madam  Guilderoy  Scott,  took  a  trip  from  London  to 
Shadoxhurst  just  54  miles  away.  She  says  “Shadoxhurst  is  a 
forgotten  Corner  of  England,  charming  and  fascinating,  why 
it  even  still  has  the  ‘Town  Pump’  a  huge  affair.” 

She  went  to  the  church  and  the  “New  Manor  House”  and 
imagine  my  joy  when  she  said  with  a  laugh,  “The  New  Manor 
House  is  at  least  as  early  as  the  Fifteenth  Century.” 

So  there  today  1937,  stand  the  two  old  Taylor  Manor 
Houses  side  by  side,  Shadoxhurst  Manor  and  Croil  Court, 
now  commonly  called  Great  Croil  and  Little  Croil,  and  today 
often  spelled  Cryal,  one  coming  into  our  possession  near  1510, 
the  other  1560. 

Madam  Scott  found  at  Little  Croil,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
who  had  just  bought  the  place  knowing  nothing  of  its  history, 
and  perfectly  astounded  when  they  learned  it.  The  Wilsons 
were  most  kindly  and  have  since  sent  me  snap  shots  of  the 
estate.  ■; 

Also  through  Madam  Scott,  I  have  corresponded  with 
Vicountess  Wolseley  of  Culpeper’s,  Ardingley,  Sussex,  who 
has  made  a  great  study  of  Old  English  Manor  Houses.  The 
Hove  Public  Library  has  the  Wolseley  Room,  which  is  endowed 
and  here  the  pictures  of  100  Manors,  with  an  accompanying 
sketch,  will  be  preserved  for  all  time.  Here  she  has  hoped  to 
place  our  Manors  and  wrote  me,  “It  is  so  wonderful  to  be 
able  to  trace  two  of  our  old  manors,  from  1 52.0  down  to  America 
and  Illinois  of  today.” 

She  has  sent  me  much  information  from  early  English  books, 
this  I  have  combined  with  the  records  sent  from  the  Old 
Church  Book,  and  so  I  have  been  enabled  to  trace  the  owners 
of  the  Manors,  down  to  the  time  of  Sir  Charles  Molloy,  when 
both  manors  passed  beyond  our  Ken. 

The  present  village  of  Shadoxhurst,  earlier  called  Shado- 
churst  or  Shadokurst,  which  means  “The  Forest  of  Shady 
Oaks,”  is  still  today  a  wee  bit  of  a  village,  but  there  today 
arc  the  old  15  th  Century  School-house,  where  our  Taylors 
went  to  school,  the  church  they  attended,  and  a  couple  of 
miles  away,  their  two  manor  houses. 

“Shadoxhurst  was  situated  wholly  within  the  Weald 
(wood)  in  the  13  Century,  and  possessed  a  church.”  This 


church  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  is  in  the  diocese  and 
Archdeanery  of  Canterbury  and  Deanery  of  Lymne. 

The  church  is  a  little  Gem,  the  Church  Book  puts  the  date 
as  1340,  but  it  was  evidently  built  at  different  periods  as  is 
proved  by  the  different  windows,  and  in  parts  it  strongly 
suggests  Norman  Architecture.  In  the  Chancel  in  1937,  still 
hangs  the  ancient  armor  of  Sir  Charles  Molloy  and  his  Tomb  is 
in  the  churchyard. 

The  ancient  pews  were  high  box  pews  with  doors,  but  these 
have  been  replaced  by  modern  pews. 

The  church  is  nestled  down  in  its  own  tiny  churchyard,  and 
here  we  found  tombstones  with  the  inscription  almost  obliter¬ 
ated,  but  one  can  still  trace  the  name  Taylor.  Early  in  the 
13th  Century,  the  family  of  de  Croil  came  to  Kent,  establishing 
two  manors,  probably  Norman,  and  a  church,  “wholly  within 
the  Weald  (wood).”  These  early  manors  were  later  replaced 
by  the  present  charming  ones  which  date  back  many  hundred 
years.  The  two  earlier  manors  and  those  of  the  present  estates 
of  Great  Croil  and  Little  Croil,  which  later  belonged  to  the 
Taylors,  belonged  in  those  far-off  13th  Century  days  to  the 
de  Croil  family. 

Robert  Farley’s  Book,  “History  of  the  Weald  of  Kent,” 
1874,  States  decidedly,  “Shadoxhurst  includes  Croil  which 
formed  a  part  of  the  patrimony  of  Bertram  de  Croil  and  was 
one  of  their  several  seats” — this  means  Shadoxhurst  Manor, 
and  not  the  Village  which  did  not  then  exist.  Bertram  de 
Croil  was  sheriff  ol  Kent  in  12.31,  succeeding  hisfather Barthol¬ 
omew.  A  quaint  bit  of  English  History  is  recorded  in 
connection  with  Bertram  when  holding  a  military  office, 
“Seargentry  Bertram  de  Croil,  in  the  time  of  Edward  I,  had 
to  provide  a  man  called  a  vautner  to  lead  3  grayhounds  when 
the  King  should  go  into  Gascony,  so  long  as  a  pair  of  shoes 
price  4d,  should  last.” 

The  two  manors  of  Great  Croil  and  Little  Croil  lie  side  by 
side,  undoubtedly  “two  of  the' several  seats  in  the  County, 
which  took  their  name  from  them.”  The  records  of  both 
manors  are  clearly  traced  in  the  Old  Church  Book,  and  still 
clearer  in  the  Taylor  Pedigree  therein.  Little  Croil  came  into 
our  possession  before  1513  and  Great  Croil  in  1560.  O (Little 
Croil  the  old  Church  Book  says,  “Little  Croil  is  the  estate,  once 
the  patrimony  of  the  eminent  family  of  Croil.”  It  descended 
in  the  line  of  Croil,  latter  the  female  line,  from  the  early  13th 
century  till  the  time  of  King  Henry  VIII.  The  last  heir  Sir 
Edward  Poynings  dying  without  heirs,  and  no  collateral  kindred 
to  make  claim,  the  estate  passed  to  the  “Crown,”  whence  it 
was  granted  by  Henry  VIII  to  William  Taylor. 

Of  the  Great  Croil  the  Church  Book  records,  “It  was  the 
Inheritance  of  a  family  called  Forstall,  and  in  the  time  of 
Henry  V,  1413-142.1,  John  Forstall  passed  it  by  Deed  to  a 
family 'Called  Stoky’s  or  Stokes,  from  whom  it  passed  to 
Averv  Randolf,  whose  son  Edward  Randolph  in  the  first 
years  of  the  reign  of  Good  Queen  Elizabeth,  about  1560,  sold 


■ 


It  to  Sir  John  Taylor.  John  already  owned  Little  Croil  by  in¬ 
heritance  from  his  father  and  is  now  owner  of  Great  Croil 
as  well. 

The  Taylor  Pedigree  from  the  Church  Book  always  states 
clearly,  Lord  of  Shadoxhurst  Manor  or  of  Croil  Court.  I  will 
now  try  to  make  clear  the  connection  with  the  Monmouth  Co. 
line.  John  Taylor  of  the  English  line,  who  married  Margaret 
de  Fairsted,  had  two  sons,  William,  and  John  who  married 
Thomasine  Isaac.  William  had  Little  Croil  granted  to  him  by 
Henry  VII.  He  married,  and  died  in  1515,  leaving  no  male 
heir,  and  Croil  Court  descended  to  his  brother  John,  husband 

Thomasine.  Croil  Court  then  descended  to  John  the  second 
son  of  John  and  Thomasine,  he  married  twice,  had  a  number  of 
daughters  and  4  sons  (who  lived)  two  by  each  wife.  The 
Genealogy  does  not  give  his  complete  list  of  children,  which 
I  only  obtained  from  the  new  English  Pedigree. 

John  Taylor,  m.  1st  Elizabeth  Chute,  m.  md  Bridget  Fvucke. 

Children  by  Elizabeth. 

1.  George,  m.  Rebecca  Rennet,  inherited  Croil  Court. 

2.  Mathew,  m.  isc  Alice,  m.  uiJ  XInrgnrel  Frccliuid. 

To  Surrey,  and  boughc  1  foo  EtFingham  Manor. 

3.  John, — ni.  Ann  Austin,  inherited  Croil  Court  from  half-brother  George. 

4.  1  hoinas,  of Wiiiesboro  m.  Agnes  Miller,  inherited  Shadoxhurst  Manor  or  Great  Croil 

George,  John's  eldest  son,  inherited  Little  Croil,  and  at  his 
death,  it  went  to  his  half-brother  John,  not  to  Mathew  (next 
in  line  of  succession)  as  he  had  gone  to  Surrey  and  later  pur¬ 
chased  Effingham  Manor.  Great  Croil  went  to  Thomas,  eldest 
son  of  Bridget,  whose  grandson  Thomas  was  made  a  Baronet 
and  who  in  turn  became  possessor  of  both  Manors.  The  grand¬ 
son  of  this  second  Thomas  or  Thomas  third,  was  the  last 
owner  ol  Great  and  Little  Croil.  He  died  unmarried  in  172.0, 
and  both  Manors  passed  from  the  Taylor  Family  after  a  pos¬ 
session  of  2.00  years. 

\ 

But  our  Taylor  Family  in  Shadoxhurst  antedates  our 
Taylors  of  the  Manor  Houses,  going  farther  back  some  two  or 
th  ree  hundred  years. 

In  the  Topographical  Survey  of  the  County  of  Kent,  Vol. 
VII,  it  states,  “The  Taylor  Ancestors  had  resided  at  the 
Homes  tall  in  the  Parish,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
HI.”  which  was  from  1116  to  1171;  and  our  Hanger  Taylefer, 
Held  lands  in  the  County  of  Kent  in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.’’ 

The  Old  Church  Book  from  the  Church  of  1340,  begins  our 
Taylor. Pedigree  with  John  of  the  Homestall  in  1350,  “The 
Herald’s  Visitations”  for  the  year  1619,  also  has  our  Taylor 
Pedigree..  So  our  Taylors  had  been  in  Shadoxhurst  about  300 
years  before  William  Taylor,  came  into  possession  of  Little 
Croil  about  1510. 

The  pictures  of  the  Church  and  Manor  Houses  I  obtained 
from  England,  taken  especially  for  me. 
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Lady  Wolseley  sent  me  a  most  interesting  description  of 
Little  Croil  as  it  probably  was  in  its  earliest  days,  from  which 
l  quote,  “ Little  Croil  is  of  the  yeomen  type,  built  about  1350 
or  1400.  When  it  was  built,  it  contained  a  Great  Hall  or  Living- 
room  which  extended  from  the  floor  into  the  roof,  and  had 
probably  one  high  window  up  to  the  eaves,  which  gave  light 
to  the  Great  Hall.  At  one  end  of  the  Great  Hall  was  the  Solar 
or  Madam’s  Room,  for  keeping  precious  stores  dry,  while 
above  it  was  the  “Bower"  or  Woman’s  Room,  and  also  there 
may  have  been  one  or  two  sleeping  rooms.  The  main  fire  was 
in  the  center  of  the  Great  Hall  and  there  was  no  chimney,  but 
the  smoke  found  exit  via  a  hole  in  the  roof,  where  is  now  the 
central  chimney.  In  Tudor  days,  the  height  of  the  Great  Hall 
was  reduced  by  the  insertion  of  a  floor,  dividing  it  into  upper 
and  lower  rooms.’’ 

My  recent  English  photographs  show  that  an  end  chimney 
has  also  been  added  and  the  Fireplace  moved  to  the  wall  by 
it,  apparently  there  is  now  one  tier  of  brick  above  the  floor,  a 
hood  above  it,  with  andirons  and  a  metal  basket  to  hold  the 
burning  wood,  all  against  the  solid  stone  wall — but  it  is  the 
Fireback  that  is  our  great  point  of  interest — it  is  of  Sussex  Iron 
(a  flourishing  industry  in  the  days  of  “Good  Queen  Bess”)  On 
the  center  panel  are  the  initials  E.  R.  for  Elizabeth  Regina, 
with  the  Crown  above,  and  below  Queen  Elizabeth’s  Coat  of 
Arms.  You  can  faintly  trace  the  three  lions  and  the  fleur-de-lys, 
which  is  the  same  as  in  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  her  father  Henry 
the  Eighth. 

The  Manor  House  on  the  estate  of  Shadoxhurst  Manor  or 
Great  Croil — is  a  little  difficult  to  understand.  The  architec¬ 
ture  is  so  entirely  different  from  Little  Croil.  There  must 
have  been  an  earlier  Manor — but  this  Manor  is  very  ancient. 
It  is  rather  larger  than  Little  Croil,  with  large  rooms;  the 
present  roof  is  somewhat  flat,  but  the  old  people  now  living 
in  the  village,  say  they  well  remember  when  it  had  a  steep 
roof,  similar  to  Little  Croil. 

Unquestionably  the  present  house  is  hundreds  of  years  old 
and  was  occupied  by  “our  Taylors.”  It  has  rows  of  fancy 
tiles  applied,  which  give  the  house  almost  the  appearance  of 
being  in  vertical  stripes,  as  you  see  plainly  in  the  picture.  It 
has  the  Big  Central  Chimney  and  the  Over-Hang  Second  Story 
that  are  so  typical  of  our  earliest  Colonial  architecture. 

Inside  the  living  room  is  another  quaint  Fireplace,  which 
still  has  its  Crane  with  its  Kettles,  the  Dutch  oven  on  one 
side  and  a  Comfortable  Warming  Pan  on  the  other. 

The  Manor  House  of  Effingham  East  Court  is  still  nearer 
London.  I  have  corresponded  with  the  present  Vicar  of  St. 
Lawrence  Church,  Rev.  H  A  Floud  an  Oxford  man.  He  writes 
me,  “The  Census  of  1S11  gave  64  inhabited  houses,  71  families 
and  443  persons.  A  hundred  years  later  the  population  was 
64S,  but  today  it  is  near  1500.“ 

The  old  St.  Lawrence  Church  to  which  our  Taylors  belonged 
is  very  lovely.  The  earliest  date  in  association  with  the 
church  is  1166,  and  the  squares  in  the  Nave  are  suggestive  of 


. 


the  nth  Century,  but  today  its  architecture  is  of  various 
periods.  There  was  a  Rector  there  in  12.96  and  the  first  Vicar 
died  in  132.1. 

The  Manor  of  Effingham  East  Court  was  bought  in  1660  by 
Mathew  Taylor,  son  of  John  Taylor  and  his  first  wife  Elizabeth 
Chute.  Mathew  was  born  at  Little  Croil,  was  a  merchant  in 
London  when  he  bought  Effingham  Manor,  and  was  grand¬ 
father  of  Edward  Taylor  the  Emigrant  to  Monmouth  Co., 
New  Jersey,  and  at  Effingham  Mathew’s  descendants  lived 
until  1S39.  While  Effingham  East  Court  was  only  in  our 
Family  from  1660  to  1S39,  the  Effingham  estate  of  which  our 
Manor  was  a  part,  is  Historic. 

The  Estate  of  Effingham  goes  bach  to  the  Domesday  Book 
1086,  where  it  was  listed  as  the  property  of  Richard,  Lord  of 
Clare  and  Oswald.  The  owners  can  be  traced  successively  and 
we  find  personages  familiar  to  us  in  our  English  History. 

From  1498  to  1511  it  was  the  property  of  Edward  Stafford, 
the  great  Duke  of  Buckingham,  beheaded  for  high  treason;  in 
152.8  given  to  John,  Lord  Berners  in  recognition  of  his  transla¬ 
tion  into  English  of  the  Chronicles  of  Froissart;  in  1533  to 
Henry  Courtenay,  Marquis  to  Exeter,  beheaded  for  high  trea¬ 
son  and  finally  in  1660  sold  to  our  Mathew  Taylor.  The  story 
is  all  as  if  a  magician  waved  his  wand,  these  magic  tales 
unroll;  the  Manor  Houses  are  the  Castles;  all  from  out  some 
Old  Time  Fairy  Tale. 
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• THROCKM ORTON • 

The  Throckmorton  Family  and  Coughton  Court,  are  of  such 
historic  interest,  that  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  procure  these 
beautiful  pictures  of  this  place,  and  the  Church  at  St.  Albans. 

A  friend  of  mine,  also  descended  from  the  Throckmortons, 
was  in  England  and  went  to  Coughton  Court  and  was  most 
graciously  received  by  the  present  Lady  Throckmorton,  who 
showed  her  all  the  points  of  greatest  interest,  was  most  cordial, 
and  told  her  Lord  Throckmorton  was  killed  in  the  World  War, 
and  the  voung  Lord  is  an  only  child  and  in  his  early  twenties. 
These  pictures  were  all  taken  bv  Spencer  Phillips.  In  the 
Genealogy  is  quite  a  sketch  of  the  family,  which  dates  from 
before,  the  Norman  Conquest  and  comes  from  the  village  of 
Throckmorton,  Fladbury  Parish. 
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In  an  early  day,  Throckmorton  and  FJadbury  were  used 
interchangeably  to  designate  the  family. 

Throckmorton  Manor  was  the  residence  of  the  family  from 
a  very  early  date,  until  about  the  14th  Century  when  they 
removed  to  Coughton  Court.  The  old  manor  is  still  owned  bv 
the  family.  Fladbury  Church  was  their  church  at  that  time, 
and  in  the  Churchyard  lie  many  of  the  earlier  generations. 
Their  tombs  are  most  interesting  and  have  many  wonderful 
brasses.  Here  is  the  description  of  one,  “A  monument  of 
marble  inlayed  with  brass  and  the  portraiture  of  a  man  all 
armed  savinge  hy$  face  hys  hands  joyned  in  prayei,  and  at  his 
feete  a  Lyon;  his  wyfe  lyeth  by  hym  in  a  grave  attyre  and  as 
her  husband  prayinge.”  "•  .  . 

JohmT  hrockmorton  whose  will  was  proved  in  1445  was  the 
first  at  Coughton  Court  which  is  but  10  miles  from  Stratford  on 
Avon.  John’s  wife  Alianore  was  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
Guy  de  la  Spine,  which  estate  she  brought  to  the  Throckmorton 
family.  John  and  Alianore  Throckmorton,  removed  from 
Throckmorton  Manor  to  Coughton  Court,  which  had  already 
been  in  her  family  for  300  years,  and  has  now  been  in  possession 
of  the  Throckmorton’s  for  500  years,  which  places  it  back  in 
the  nth  Century. 

It,  like  the  old  Manor,  was  originally  surrounded  by  a  moat. 
The  facade  and  gateway  are  of  surpassing  beautv,  and  within 
its  walls  was  hatched  the  famous  Gun-Powder  Plot.  In  the 
picture  from  the  back,  the  central  portion  was  built  during  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  YIII,  but  the  wings  on  either  side  arc  of 
a  much  older  date. 

Deliverance  Throckmorton,  born  1642.  daughter  of  John  the 
emigrant  from  England,  married  James  Ashton,  son  of  James 
Ashton  emigrant  to  America.  The  earlv  Ashton  records  re- 
corded  in  rhe  Genealogy  lie  today  in  the  beautiful  St.  Alban’s 
Church,  you  sec  in  the  picture.  A  church  that  dates  its  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest. 

Elizabeth  Ashton  born  172.2.,  was  granddaughter  of  James 
Ashton  and  Deliverance  Throckmorton,  she  married  in  1743, 
Joseph  Taylor  of  Middleton,  New  Jersey.  And  thus  we  find 
the  “Links  of  the  Chain’’  that  crosses  the  water,  and  links  ouj 
Taylor  Family  with  Old  England. 


It  was  with  sincere  regret  that  I  today  received  the  news 
from  England,  of  the  passing  away  of  Lady  Wolseley.  The 
London  Newspaper  article  says, “A  link  with  a  famous  soldier 
of  the  Victorian  Era  was  broken  by  the  death  of  Vico.untcss 
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Wolseley  at  her  home  in  Sussex.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Sir  Garnett  Wolseley,  who  afterwards  became  Field-Marshal. 
Viscount  Wolseley.  She  succeeded  to  the  title,  by  special 
reminder  in  1913.” 

Lady  Wolseley  was  a  woman  of  distinction  having  written 
a  number  of  books.  In  her  last  letter  to  me  Oct.  2.6th,  1936 
she  said,  I  have  just  completed  a  62., 000  word  book  of  Remin- 
lscenses  and  its  name  will  probably  be  ‘Silhouettes  ofMemory  *  *  ’ . 
(She  passed  away,  on  or  near  Christmas  Day  1936). 

In  ^regard  to  Croil  I  think,  we  must  postpone  it  until  the 
spring  I  ha\  e  given  the  name  of  Croil  to  a  very  clever  voung 
woman,  who  is  looking  forward  to  going  and  sketching  it” 
and  she  adds,  Thank  you  for  your  promise  of  the  picture  of 
Marlpit  Hall,  which  of  course  will  be  added  to  my  collection, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  it  and  the  Taylor  Coat  of  Arms 
as  soon  as  convenient  to  yourself.”  She  also  had  the  picture 
of  Bohemiana,  my  father  s  House,  built  1S57. 

Lady  Wolseley  was  so  gracious  from  the  first,  it  was  through 
the  records  from  the  Old  Church  Book,  and  the  records  she  sent 
me  from  books  she  had  written  to  London  to  obtain,  that  we 
wcie  able  to  pro\e  without  a  doubt  that  these  manors  were 
our  own  Taylor  Manors. 

And  she  was  so  delighted  as  she  said  Fo  be  able  to  trace 
our  English  Manors  that  were  founded  by  Bertram  de  Croil  in 
the  13th  Century,  down  to  1310  when  they  became  the  pos¬ 
session  of  your  Taylor  Family  where  they  remained  for  2.00 
) cars  until  172.0.  Then  on  through  Effingham  Manor  to 
Edward  the  Emigrant  to  New  Jersey,  and  from  Marlpit  HalJ 
to  Illinois  of  today,  truly  it  is  wonderful.” 

She  had  traced  the  manors  and  all  their’ connection  in  far 
greater  detail,  than  I  have  been  able  to  give  in  this  brief  sketch. 
Even  describing  our  Coat  of  Arms,  with  its  Boar’s  Heads,  from 
English  Book,  published  in  179S.  All  this  she  had  put  in  her 
sketch  for  her  “beloved  Wolseley  Room”  at  Hove  Library,  to 
be  illustrated  with  the  English  pictures,  our  Coat  of  Arms,  and 
the  American  pictures. 

Alas!  I  fear  it  will  never  be  accomplished  now!  We  shall 
not  have  the  distinction  of  being  included  with  her  100  Manor 
Houses,  but  we  shall  always  be  most  happy  we  were  the  re¬ 
cipients  of  her  Gracious  Courtesy  and  Help,  which  help,  proved 
our  long  line  of  English  Ancestry  of  which  we  are  so  proud. 

Freeport,  Illinois, 

January  15th,  1937. 
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